Harlan Municipal Water Works
2024 Water Quality Report

Water System ID:  KY0480178 Manager: Otis T. Lewis

Phone: (606) 573-1540 Address: PO Box 1151
Contact: Otis T. Lewis , Harlan, KY 40831
Meeting Address:  The Harlan Center \

Meeting Time: 3rd Tuesday, Monthly at 6:00 PM

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of
contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects may be
obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency's Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791). To understand the possible health effects
described for many regulated contaminants, a person would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL level for a lifetime to have a one-in-
a-million chance of having the described health effect.

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water
travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and may
pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity. Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, (sewage plants, septic systems, livestock operations, or wildlife). Inorganic contaminants,
such as salts and metals, (naturally dccurring or from stormwater runoff, wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming).
Pesticides and herbicides, (stormwater runoff, agriculture or residential uses). Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile
organic chemicals, (by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, or from gas stations, stormwater runoff, or septic systems).
Radioactive contaminants, (naturaily occurring or from oil and gas production or mining activities). In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink,
EPA prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. FDA regulations establish
limits for contaminants in bottled water to provide the same protection for public health.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as
persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system
disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their
health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial
contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

Lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials
and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. Your local water system is responsible for providing high quality drinking water
and removing lead pipes, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components in your home. You share the responsibility for
protecting yourself and your family from the lead in your home plumbing. You can take responsibility by identifying and removing lead materials
within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your family's risk. Before drinking tap water, flush your pipes for several minutes by running
your tap, taking a shower, doing laundry or a load of dishes. You can also use a filter certified by an American National Standards Institute
accredited certifier to reduce lead in drinking water. If you are concerned about lead in your water and wish to have your water tested, contact your
local water system. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available at
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Service Line Inventory Information:
To address lead in drinking water, EPA requires that all community water systems develop and maintain an inventory of service line materials. We

have completed a service line inventory (SLI) and it is available for review at our office.

Lead Sample Results Availability Information:

We are required to periodically sample water from customer taps to determine lead and copper levels. EPA sets the lcad action level at 0.015 mg/L
(15 ppb). For a water system to be in compliance, at least 90% of tap water samples must have lead levels below this limit. This report contains the
90th percentile and range of our most recent sampling. The individual results for each location sampled can be reviewed at our office.

Source Information:

The water source for the Harlan Municipal Water Works (HMWW) is the surface water from the Poor Fork of the Cumberland River. A Source
Water Assessment Plan indicates that the source water is susceptible to contamination from bacteria, metals and sediment. Land use within the Poor
Fork watershed is composed mostly of residential, mining, and logging activities. The assessment shows that our susceptibility to contamination is
moderate. Activities and land within the watershed can pose potential risks to your drinking water. Under certain circumstances, contaminants could
be released that would pose challenges to water treatment or even get into your drinking water. These activities and how they are conducted are of
interest to the entire community because they potentially affect your health and the cost of treating your water. The complete source water
assessment can be reviewed at our office.

We are only required to test for some contaminants periodically, so the results listed in this report may not be from the previous year. Only detected
contaminants are included in this report. For a list of all contaminants we test for please contact us. Copies of this report are available upon request
by contacting our office.

To understand the possible health effects described for many regulated contaminants, a person would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL level for a lifetime to
have a one-in-a-million chance of having the described health effect. The data presented in this report are from the most recent testing done in accordance with administrative

regulations in 401 KAR Chapter 8. As authorized and approved by EPA, the State has reduced monitoring requirements for certain contaminants to less than once per year because the
concentrations of these contaminants are not expected to vary significantly from year to year. Some of the data in this table, though representative, may be more than one year old.

Copies of this report are avialable upon request at the Harlan Municipal Water Works office located at 203 River Street in Harlan, Kentucky.

Any questions regarding this report can be directed to Mr. Otis Lewis at (606) 573-1 540.



